





What's New

Software

acatalog of filenames and extracts
summaries and keywords from a
documentevery time you save, put-
ting them into a searchable index.
The program can also store thumb-
nails of graphics files for locating
graphical images, and it can keep
track of changes made to a file on
the fly. Yousimply search for a key-

word or filename or browse through
the index of filenames to find an
item,and C:\More then tellsyou the
name of the disk that a document
is stored on.

Contact: Citadel Technology,
Inc., Dallas, TX, 214-520-
9292; http://www.citadel.com.

Enter 995 on Inquiry Card.
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MetaCreations Corp.

Scotts Valley, CA
800-846-0111

Enter 1010 805-566-6200

on Inquiry Card. http://www.metacreations.com

3-D Animation Gets More Accessible

M etaCreations continues to demonstrate a knack for democ-
ratizing graphics applications. Goo, Photo Soap, and the
new Ray Dream 3D have made special effects, photo editing, and
38-D animation, respectively, available in powerful, affordable, and
easy-to-use packages.

RayDream 3D is geared for people with some experience using
graphicstools. It's easy to use, butit's also more complexand pow-
erfulthan atypical entry-level graphics application. It uses the same
engine as Ray Dream Studio, MetaCreations’ professional 3-D
package, but with tools and templates that simplify 3-D image cre-
ation. Ray Dream 3D also includes modifiable templates, as well
as simple drawing tools. Preloaded texture templates make texture
mapping easy.

Most basic animation functions are done with drag-and-drop
tools. For instance, to make an image spin in space, just drag the
Spin icon from the Behaviors palette and specify the rotations per
second and the object's axis in the Properties palette, and you have
a finished animation. There's a visual time-line interface for more
complex animations that offers point-and-click control over light
sources, background images, and shading. One nice addition is
atool that gives 8-D images a hand-drawn, rough-hewn look.

The program supports TIFF, DXF, SDMF, PICT, BMP, QuickTime
for the Mac, and the AV file format for Windows machines. It also
supports GIF, JPEG, VRML, and RealSpace formats for posting
images and animations on-line.

Ray Dream 3D is a potentapplication, making it possible for nov-
ices to jazz up Web sites or presentations. However, you need to
first experiment in order to fully understand how it works and how
it's organized. -L K. K.
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[T MAY NOT BE POSSIBLE TO MICROMAN-
ageyour network trafficifitbegins
to overwhelm the available band-
width. Check Point's FloodGate-1
(from $4995 for dial-up lines) can
maintain state-related data on all
communications for intelligently
queuing and managing communi-
cations. Itappliesa hierarchical al-
gorithm to allocate bandwidth for
network traffic, ensuring that even
low-level functions receive band-
width on a consistent basis, and it
allows managers to assign priori-
ties to different functions.
Contact: Check Point Software
Technologies, Inc., Redwood
City, CA, 415-482-4900;
http:/[www.checkpoint.com.
Enter 996 on Inquiry Card.

MCAFEE HAS MERGED ANTIVIRUS, ENCRYP-
tion, and desktop-management
capabilities into one suite for pro-
tectingan enterprise-network en-
vironment. The Total Virus Defense
Suite centers around the McAfee
Enterprise Console, whichisa cen-
tralized desktop and server-man-
agement module that includes
McAfee'sVirusScan Security Suite.
The NetShield Security Suite offers
encryption, authentication, and
firewall capabilities via McAfee's
NetCrypto TCP/IP encryption tool,
NetShield virus protection for lo-
cal networks, and the WebShield
virus-protection package for Inter-
netgateways.The entire suite costs
$23 per user for a 1000-user site.
Contact: McAfee, Santa Clara,
CA, 408-988-3832;
http://www.mcafee.com.

Enter 997 on Inquiry Card.

KeepCooL 3.1, A WinDows PC DESKTOP-
managementsuite for remote soft-
ware distribution, software/hard-
ware inventory, and configuration

and management, includes a data-
base of 5000 well-known applica-
tions for inventory management, a
bundled SQL database engine, sup-
portfor new cards, increased speed,
andaredesigned user interface. The
program, which enables you to dis-
tribute software via a push or pull
installation (witha pullinstallation,
the end user selects available soft-
ware packages from a dynamically
built list of options), costs less than
$50 per desktop.

Contact: PalmSun Software,
Inc., Austin, TX, 512-322-5330;
http:/lwww.palmsun.com.
Enter 1013 on Inquiry Card.

THE FuLcRUM KNOWLEDGE NETWORK CRE-
atesasingle access source for both
intranet and Internet data. It can
read a variety of textand binary for-
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mats, navigate Microsoft Exchange
and Lotus Notes/Domino message
stores,and use ODBCtogointoava-
riety of databases. Pointitata doc-
umentsource (e.g., Notes, Exchange,
aWebsite, a file share, oran ODBC
data source), and it indexes it. The
program startsat $85 per user and
has a new Web crawler and a cus-
tomizable directory.

Contact: Fulcrum, Ottowa,
Omntario, Canada,
613-238-1761;
http:/fwww.fulcrum.com.
Enter 999 on Inquiry Card.

DOCUSHARE AUTOMATES POSTING, VIEW-
ing, cataloging, and searching for
documentsona corporate intranet.
The package, which costs $995 for
50 users and $495 for each addi-
tional 25 users, does not require



Software

What's New

employees to have any knowledge
of HTML to be able to post docu-
ments. The program keeps track of
allchanges made to documentsand
cansupport over 40 proprietary file
formats, including Microsoft Word,
RTF, WordPerfect, and standard file

formats. It can also execute com-
piled programs.

Contact: Xerox Corp., Palo
Alto, CA, 800-428-2995;
http:/lwww.xerox.com/
products/docushare.

Enter 1000 on Inquiry Card.

Software Updates

Symantecsells three Java development tools: Café, Visual Café, and
Visual Café Pro. A new version merges them into one basic tool called
Visual Café 2.0 for Java, which comes in three editions. Added fea-
 tures include native compilation for x86, support for JDK 1.1, Java-
Beans, JFClibraries ndmcremental debuggmg isual Café 2.0 Web
Development Edition ($99) is for Java novices and applet develop-
ers. It includes Symantec's Visual Page HTML editor, Netscape Com-
municator 4.0, and a Java programming book. Visual Café 2.0 Pro-
fessional Development Edition ($299) is for professional applet and
application developers. It also includes Visual Page and Communi-
_cator and has some additional features, including a faster compil-
er, native compilation to x86 code, and the abi ty,to incrementally
debug appletsinside Commum,cator and to debug ZIP/JAR archives.
Visual Café 2.0 Database Development Edition ($499) is for profes-
sional database developers. Itincludes Visual Page, Netscape's Fast-
Track Server, JavaBeans dbAware components, JDBC support in db-
Anywhere, and all the features of the Professional Edition.
Contact: Symantec Corp Cupertmo, CA 408 25 3- 9600
| http:/www.symante ~
Enter 1004 on Inqulry Card.

S—

Symantec is bolstermg |ts line of crash-protection and uninstaller
products with two new releases, Norton Uninstall Deluxe and Nor-
ton CrashGuard Deluxe. CrashGuard Deluxe offers crash protection
as well as recovery functions following a failure. Priced at $49.95,
it detects and fixes problems with an Auto Che k feature; with the
. leeUpdate Pro Web-based service, new drivers, patches, and virus-
protection updates are automatlcaHy uploaded to your system. Un-
install Deluxe ($39.95) can restore overwritten files with a feature
called InstallGuard.

Contact: Symantec Corp., Cupertino, CA, 408-253-9600;
http:/lwww.symantec.com.
,,Enter 1005 on In uiry Card.

The BackOfﬁce Small Business Edition Server 4.0 from Microsoft
(from $800) is designed to fit the needs of companies with 25 or few-
ersystemsand/or 100 employees. New, central featuresin thissmall-
business release include a fax server, modem-pooling capabilities,
and a wizard for setting up local or national accounts with Internet
 service providers, The package also includes Windows NT Server 4.0,
' Internet Information Server 3.0, and MlCl‘ SQL Server 6.5 for
file, printing, and application functions, as well as communications
_ applications, including Exchange 5.0, Outlook 97, and Microsoft's
faxserver.The Microsoft Proxy Server opens a secure gateway to the
Internet, and FrontPage 97 helps you take your business on-line.
Contact: Microsoft Corp., Redmond, WA, 800-426-9400
0r206-882-8080; http: /www. mzcrosoft com.
- Enter 1006 on | -

THE INTRA.DOC MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
controls the deployment of infor-
mation across intranet, extranet,
and Internet Web sites. The system
buildssecure business libraries with
check-in/check-out control, revi-
sion control, and automated pub-
lishing in Web-ready formats. In-
tra.doc costs $17,995 per server
foran unlimited number of clients
to view documents. The package
stores documents in their native
formats and generates HTML links
and menus according to Web-site
structure.

Contact: IntraNet Solutions,
Inc., Eden Prairie, MN,
612-903-2000;
http://www.intranetsol.com.
Enter 1001 on Inquiry Card.

SCANSOFT'S TEXTBRIDGE PRO 98 OFFERS
improved accuracy and compatibil-
ity with existing applications, plus
easier operation for novice OCR
users. The Windows program lets
you convert scanned paper doc-
uments or faxesinto editable doc-
uments that duplicate the page
layout of the original. It also lets
you convertruled or unruled tables
intospreadsheets or word process-
ing documents, so tables are em-
bedded within a document; thus,
you can edit while retaining the or-
iginal format. Version 98isup to 82
percent more accurate than previ-
ous versions, the company claims,
and it now recognizes elements
suchasdrop caps, reversed text, in-
sets, and line art. In addition, you
can proofread and edit directly in
TextBridge. A new Wizard guides
novices through the OCR process,
and you can use the $79 program
directly within many popular Win-
dows 95 applications.

Contact: Xerox ScanSoft, Inc.,
Peabody, MA, 978-977-2000;
http:/[www.textbridge.com.
Enter 1012 on Inquiry Card.

Lotus's Nortes DESIGNER FOR DomING 4.6
isanapplication-development tool
for designing Web-based applica-

Enter a page name for the URL My Home Full UR|

Enter a page title for the browser
This vl be deplaed by th browse i 22
wndow tite bac

I Make this page the home page
Enter content for your Web page helow

Java Tickert Tape
Today is 09/19/97
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tions for the Domino 4.6 server. It
gives developers direct access to
Dominofolders; supportsJava serv-
eragents, ActiveX components, and
applets;and includes templates for
jump-starting the design process.
Designer ($495) includes Lotus Bean-
Machine, for writing Java applets,
and Notes Global Designer, which
creates multilingual versions of
Notes applications.

Contact: Lotus Development
Corp., Cambridge, MA,
617-577-8500;
http:/lwww.lotus.com.

Enter 998 on Inquiry Card.

THE INTERNET MESSAGE CENTER ($1500)
helps companies that are swamped
by e-mail requests sent to sales-
people, help desks, or other on-line
services. It sends a form letter to
confirm the receipt of a message,
assigns every message a tracking
number, and routes incoming mes-
sages to the appropriate represen-
tative(s). The package works with
any POP3 client and stores data in
ODBC databases to keep track of
the pool of unanswered mail and
to create a record of all incoming
and outgoing messages.
Contact: Mustang Software, Inc.,
Bakersfield, CA, 805-873-2500;
http:/fwww.mustang.com.
Enter 1002 on Inquiry Card.
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A new toy wreaks
revenge on the
overtalkative

“wireless
generation.

ou're sitting in a street-
side café, sipping your cof-
fee cold and writing your

Java code. Then a jerk sits down
right nexttoyou, pullsoutacell
phone, punches some buttons,
and begins yacking at the top
of hislungs. You want tokill him,
of course. But might there be
a better, less directly homicidal
way to solve the problem?
Anew product, called “Apop-
tosis," might be exactly what
you need, and it should arrive

Advances and Retreats
in Computing

CELL DEATH

WormWare Productions, the
same outfit whose popular Sto-
chastic Cleaner software was
recently chronicled in this col-
umn. Like all WormWare prod-
ucts, Apoptosis costs $4.95.
What's so wonderful about
Apoptosis? Simply this: It dis-
connects any cell-phone call
within earshot of you. Apopto-

gab, gab on a cell phone, you
simply adoptan innocent facial
expression, squeeze your little
“worry bead,"and instantly see §
your wish come true: The jerk's f#
cell-phone connection dies. f

True, this product is the §
subject of various lawsuits,
but they won't go anywhere. The
telecommunications companies

love Apop-
tosis. Each
broken con-
nection means
that yet anoth-
er call will be
placed, racking up

Techno-Styles of
the Rich & Famous

Many West Coast techno-millionaires spend
their time looking for conspicuous ways to

flaunt their wealth. The latest in profligate

spending is called “Failure Mode Sprints” .

(FMS). On the first Thursday of every
other month, the techno-gilded geekil-
lionaires buy all the latest hardware and
gather to stage a competition. They mea-

sure how long (in nanoseconds) various

systems run after a fire hose is trained on Y ;

them. At last month’s FMS event, the hoses

squirted Jolt Cola instead of water. The total
bill for the day ran in excess of $26.2 million,
and most of it was charged to “Corporate
R&D? Such hubris, such corporate hosings,

surely bode ill for what was once such an

yet another lovely (from a
telephone company's point of
view) connect charge. The tele-
communications industry is al-
ready making billions from this
humble product. Look for it to
keep putting up token legal pro-
tests for the sake of looking like
a "responsible corporate citi-

innocent-and wholesome=-industry.

Lament for

Our psychological profile of nano-pro-
grammers inspired this plaintive note
from a director of software engineer-
ing: “It is said that nano-programming
requires a different mind-set than any-
thing that came before it. Our expe-
rience bears this out. All our nano-

programmers are under the age of 9.

justin time for the holidays. The
word “apoptosis” comes from
biology: [t means “"programmed
cell death." (Biologists have
found that many cells are “pro-
grammed" by their DNA to die
after some particular span of
life.) Apoptosis—the product—is
a new piece of hardware from
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sis has an effective range of 15
feet—wide enough to get the
job done, tight enough that it
won't disrupt the phone con-
nections of innocent neighbors.

Apoptosisissmall and incon-
spicuous. It fits on a keychain.
It looks like a worry bead. When
someone nearby starts to gab,

They drink enormous quantities of soft
drinks, and they pull down an av-
erage salary of $370,000 a year. If
you think their income seems out-
rageously high, keep in mind that

their skills will become obsolete

zen." But don't ex-
pectitto presseven
asingle case toward
completion.
What's our final
verdict on Apopto-
sis? Thumbs up, big-
time. It benefitsthe
common man and
costs just $4.95.
And it's so satisfy-
ing—your neigh-
bor'sirritating con-
versations will end
never with a bang,
but always with a
frustrated whimper.

Marc Abrahams is the
editor of the Annals of
JImprobable Research.
You can contact him
by sending e-mail to

marca@improb.com.

before they reach high school.”
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Reduce The Cost of Ownership & Boost

Your Company's Productivity

As the boss, part of your duty is to trim
your company's budget while ensuring
maximum employee productivity at the
same time.

We're sure you'd be glad to know that
MITAC's NetPC, the Essentia, can help
you do just that. Compliant with the PC97
and Landesk requirements, such as LAN
75/78, LDCM, and ZAW, the system
offers remote centralized management for

your system administrators and optimal
productivity for your general staff.

When it comes to the environment, the
Essentia is tops. It emits no X-ray
radiation yet it’s brawny. This Best of
Computex system supports 512 MB of
RAM, rockets at 233 MHz & is video-
conferencing ready, thus giving your
employees absolute computer power.

—

G
1 e

\ So, make a little effort. Contact us today
A to see how the Essentia can help save
your company time, money, and improve
your employees’ productivity at the same
time.

- Intel® PP-100MHz to 233MHz - Support two 168-pins DIMM
processor w/MMX™ - 14" LCD Monitor display

Essentia
technology, and AMD K6/ - LAN 75/78 The Herald of Tomorrow's Computer.
200MHz - Power management

- 512KB cache on board - 60W power supply

- Intel Triton 82430TX chipset - 310x250x75mm

Looking for OEM/Distributors

Global Resources Serving Individual Needs

For OEM/Distribution business, please contact:
Mitac International Corp.

No. 40, Wen Hua 2nd Rd., Kuei san Hsiang,

Taoyuan, Taiwan

Tel: 886-3-3289000 Fax: 886-3-3280926

E-mail: market@smtplink.mic.com.tw

Circle 441 on Inquiry Card (RESELLERS: 442).
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Announcing the
| AutoView Commander;
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] . .. the keyboard/video/mouse switch
# with all the right stuff! More ways to
4 select attached servers with convenient on-

screen menus, traditional Cybex push-buttons
or a quick keyboard sequence. Better design for
easy reconfiguration without powering down
the switch or attached servers. And best of
all ... it costs less than many comparable
switches. Now that's good stuff.

One Company. One Solution. Cybex.

Cybex Europe Limited

Cybex House, Shannon Free Zone
Shannon, Co. Clare, Ireland

Tel: 353-61-471877, Fax: 353-61-471871 z

Email: sales@cybex.ie M‘{R‘){f‘“ Yes Wil il | Agastic”
Website: http://www.cybex.ie CompaTBlE  NetWare.  BANYAN' Compatible

AutoView is a trademark of Cybex Computer Products Corporation. Cybex and the Cybex logo are registered trademarks of Cybex Computer Products
Corporation. Banyan is a trademark of Banyan Systems Inc. Netware is a registered trademark of Novell Inc. Lantastic is a registered trademark of Artisoft
Inc. Microsoft, Windows NT, and the Microsoft Lozo are trademarks or registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation.

SEE US AT: COMDEX/Fall '97 November 17-21, Las Vegas, NV, Booth #L4254
Circle 433 on Inquiry Card (RESELLERS: 434).



